22            TAKING A MENTAL SOUNDING
no just grounds for grievance a little later on in the
event of certain possible occurrences. I therefore asked
him $ he would have any mental reservations to the
significance of the following statement: " A normal
cmidition of wakefulness implies a passing across the
'horizon of consciousness of a persistent and unbroken
stream of thoughts " ; and he admitted that he could not
consistently file any demurrer to my statement of fact
in that particular. He intimated, however, that he
would like to stipulate that the persistent and un-
broken stream of thoughts which, in reality, constitute
consciousness, would not necessarily imply any definite
standard of intelligent order or value; to which sug-
gestion I readily agreed. In fact, I told my friend that
the reservation which he had intimatecLactually reflected
a psychological truism.                       ghX
In legal considerations I am givwhto understand
that the essence of a contract consists/in an agreement
between two or more minds. That no matter how far
apart any such two or more minds may eventually drift
in their tendencies, they must, in order to make a con-
tract possible, come together in an agreement, at least
temporarily. And so, in relation to my friend and my-
self, concerning a working concept of what constitutes
a pre-requisite of consciousness, I believe we arrived at
a state of mutual agreement.
For the guidance of the untechnical reader, therefore,
I will amplify the aforegoing by making the following
statement: During a state of consciousness, irrespective
of relevancy or irrelevancy, seeming order or disorder,
value, character, or sequence, sotne form of idea, of some
nature or other, mast always exist and be appreh&ndable
-in thai consciousness; ihU it is this very existence of